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Error is defined by Webster as “the difference between an observed or calculated
value and the true value.” Usually, of course, Wer do not know the “true” value;
otherwise there would be no reason for performing the experiment. We may know
approximately what it should be, however, either from earlier experiments or from
theoretical predictions. Such approximations can serve as a guide but we must always
determine in a systematic way from the data and the experimental conditions

themselves how much confidence we can have in our experimental results.

Webster : CREOERE) §E

HifL : Data reduction and error analysis for the physical sciences, third edition, P. R.

Bevington and D. K. Robinson.
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