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(FR3C: “Fix the PhD”, Nature, 472, 259 (2011))
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(1) Four hundred years ago, the Universe changed. Or. at least, our perception

of it did. thanks to Galileo Galilei’s scrutiny® of the night sky with a telescope. Within a
couple of years, his gbservations of the Moon, phases of Venus and satellites of Jupitex

shattered® the old Pitolemaic model* of our Solar System, To the church's dismav*.

Earth assumed its rightful place as one of several planets orbiting the Sun.

Marking Galileo’s anniversary, the International Year of Astronomy seeks to

remind us of the humbling* nature of gazing at the heavens, Through programmes
offering cheap telescopes for the masses, teaching materials and global heritage projects,
astronomers are inviting us all to look up and ponder* our place in the Universe.

That this prospect is novel speaks to the distance that has come between people
and their environment. (2) Urban light pollution means that one-fifth of the world’s
population can no longer gee the Milky Way with the naked eve. Many city kids, even if

they did peer* through the orange smog* above their heads, would probably see only a
handful of stars. Astronomers are calling for the dark places on Earth to be preserved as

national parks, so that we do not lose completely our window on the Universe.
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(3 “Starry messages’, Nature, 457, 7 (2009))



