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The growth of vegetation is a major element of the global carbon cycle, because
vegetation growth involves the removal of COz from the atmosphere for the assimilation
of carbohydrates. This is of major interest for two reasons. First, there is the role of
vegetation as a factor influencing the CO: content of the atmosphere, which has
implications for global warming. Second, the process of photosynthesis, which uses
energy from solar radiation to produce energy-rich carbohydrate from COz and water, is
the foundation of the food chain. Much research has been directed towards
understanding the factors affecting the growth of plants in the context of finding ways
of making our agricultural systems more productive. This continues to be an important
area of research as the population of the world continues to grow, thereby increasing the

demand for food.
vegetation: HE%

assimilation of carbohydrates: RAK{L#ERK,
photosynthesis: JtAA%
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